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Law Description

Assistant Referees able to assist Referees in any way which the 

Referee requires.
Y Y Y Y Y

The corner posts are no longer considered to be in touch in-goal 

except when the ball is grounded against the post.
Y Y Y Y Y

Lineout and Throw  In

If a team puts the ball back into their own 22 and the ball is 

subsequently kicked directly into touch there is no gain in ground.
Y Y Y Y Y

A quick throw may be thrown in straight or towards the throwing 

teams own goal line.
Y Y Y Y Y

There is no restriction on the number of players who can 

participate in the Lineout from either side.
Y Y Y Y N

The receiver at the Lineout must be 2 metres back away from the 

Lineout.
Y Y Y Y Y

The player who is in opposition to the player throwing in the ball 

may stand in the area between the 5 metre line and touch line but 

must be 2 metres away from the Lineout.

Y Y Y Y Y

Lineout players may pre-grip a jumper before the ball is thrown in. Y Y Y Y N

The lifting of Lineout jumpers is permitted. Y Y Y Y N

Tackle and Ruck

If the ball becomes unplayable at the Tackle or Ruck the team not 

in possession is awarded a Free Kick.
N Y Y Y Y

There are two Penalty Kicks awarded at the Tackle (Not Through 

Gate and Foul Play) and Ruck (Offside and Foul Play)
N Y Y Y Y

A reference to Unfair Play has been added to Law 15 N Y Y Y Y

Maul

Remove reference to heads and shoulders not to be lower than 

hips. 
Y Y Y Y Y

Players are able to defend a Maul by pulling it down. Y Y Y N N

If the ball becomes unplayable at the Maul a Free Kick is awarded 

to the team not in possession.
N Y Y Y Y

Scrum

Introduction of an offside line five metres behind the hindmost feet 

of the Scrum.
Y Y Y Y Y

Scrum Half Offside Lines Y Y Y Y N

Sanctions

Reduction of sanctions to Free Kicks from Penalty Kicks where 

possible.
N Y Y Y Y
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Objective – The objective of the table below is to clarify the penalty provisions in 
relation to the Experimental Law Variations as they apply to sanctions.ç

Law Number
and Title Law Section

IRB Laws of the 
Game Book Page

Reference

Previous 
Penalty

Provision

ELV Penalty
Provision

Law 3 Number
of Players –
The Team

3.2 Team with more than 
the permitted numbers 9 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

3.11 (c) Player
wishing to rejoin the 
match.

12 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

Law 4 Players’
Clothing

4.5 (c) Inspection
of players’ clothing 16 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

Law 6 Match
OfÞ cials

6 A 5 Players disputing a
referee’s decision.

21 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

Law 9 Method
of Scoring

9 A 2 (d) Kick at goal 
Ð special circumstances 34 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

Law 10 Foul
Play 10.1
Obstruction

10.1 (a) Charging or 
pushing 36 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

10.1 (b) Running in front 
of ball carrier

36 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

10.1 (c) Blocking the 
tackler

36 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

10.1 (d) Blocking the ball 36 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick
10.1 (e) Ball carrier 
running into team mate at 
a set-piece

36 Penalty Kick Free Kick

10.1 (f) Flanker
Obstructing opposing 
scrumhalf

36 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

Law 10 Foul
Play 10.2 Unfair 
Play

10.2 (a) Intentionally
Offending 37 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

10.2 (b) Timewasting 37 Free Kick Free Kick
10.2 (c) Throwing into 
touch 37 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick
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Law Number
and Title Law Section

IRB Laws of the 
Game Book Page

Reference

Previous 
Penalty

Provision

ELV Penalty
Provision

Law 10 Foul Play 
10.3 Repeated
Infringements

10.3 (a) Repeatedly
Offending 37 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

10.3 (b) Repeated
infringements by the team 38 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

Law 10 Foul Play 
10.4 Dangerous 
Play and 
Misconduct

10.4 (a) to (n) 38-42 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

Law 11 Offside 
and Onside in 
General Play

11.4 (a) and (c) to (f) 
Offside Under the 10-
metre Law

47 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

11.7 Offside after a 
knock on 48 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

11.9 Loitering 49 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick
Law 12 Intentional
Knock on or 
Throw Forward

12.1 (e) Intentional
knock or throw forward 52 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

Law 13 Kick-off 
and restart kicks

13.11 Delay in drop out 57 Free Kick Free Kick

13.17 (a) Team charging 
over 22 59 Free Kick Free Kick

13.17 (b) obstructing 
drop out

59 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

Law 14 Ball On 
Ground No Tackle 14.1 Player on ground 60 Penalty Kick Free Kick

14.2 (a) Lying on or 
around the ball 61 Penalty Kick Free Kick

14.2 (b) Falling over the 
player on the ground with 
the ball

61 Penalty Kick Free Kick

14.2 (c) Falling over 
players lying on the 
ground near the ball

61 Penalty Kick Free Kick

Law 15 Tackle 
Player Brought To 
The Ground–

15.4 (a) to (c) The
Tackler

63 Penalty Kick Free Kick

15 5 (a) to (e) The
Tackled Player

63-65 Penalty Kick Free Kick

15 6 Other Players
(a) (b) (d) to (h)

65-67 Penalty Kick Free Kick
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Law Number
and Title Law Section

IRB Laws of the 
Game Book Page

Reference

Previous 
Penalty

Provision

ELV Penalty
Provision

15 6 (c) Entering tackle 
area from correct direction 67 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

15 6 (i) Player scoring 
Ð kicking ball 67 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

15.7 (a) to (d) and (f) 
Forbidden Practices 68 Penalty Kick Free Kick

15 7 (e) Charging or 
obstruction 68 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

15. 8 Doubt about failure 
to comply - Unplayable 69 Scrum Free Kick

Law 16 - Ruck
16 2 (a) Head and 
shoulders above hips 71 Free Kick Free Kick

16 (b) and (c) Binding 
(offside)

71 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

(d) Players joining on 
their feet

71 Penalty Kick Free Kick

16.3 (a) (b) Players 
staying on their feet Ð No 
kneeling

71 Penalty Kick Free Kick

16.3 (c) Collapsing ruck 71 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick
16.3 (d) Jumping on top 
of the ruck 71 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

16.3 (e) Head and 
shoulders above hips 71 Free Kick Free Kick

16.3 (f) No feet on
players 71 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

16.4 (a) Not returning ball 
into ruck 72 Free Kick Free Kick

16 4 (b) Handling the ball 
in a ruck 72 Penalty Kick Free Kick

14 4 (c) Picking ball up 
with legs 72 Penalty Kick Free Kick

16.4 (d) Players on ground 
not interfering 72 Penalty Kick Free Kick

16 4 (e) Falling on 
emerging ball 72 Penalty Kick Free Kick

16.4 (f) Dummying 72 Free Kick Free Kick
16.5 (b) (c) and (d)Offside 
at the ruck 72-73 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick
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Law Number
and Title Law Section

IRB Laws of the 
Game Book Page

Reference

Previous 
Penalty

Provision

ELV Penalty
Provision

16.7 (a) and (b) 
Unsuccessful end to 
a ruck

74 Scrum Free Kick

Law 17 Maul 17 2 Joining Maul (a) and 
(b) binding 76 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

17 2 (c) Jumping on 
the maul 76 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

17.3 (a) Dragging a player 
from maul 76 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

17.3 (b) Dummying 76 Free Kick Free Kick
17.4 (b) to (e)Offside at 
the maul 77 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

17.5 (b) Illegally pulling 
Maul down 77 NA Penalty Kick

17.6 (b) to (h) 
Unsuccessful end to 
a maul

78-79 Scrum Free Kick

Law 19 Touch and 
Lineout

19.2 (h) Preventing a 
quick throw 89 Free Kick Free Kick

19.2 (i) Holding onto the 
ball to prevent throw 89 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

19.6 (b) Delaying or 
dummying throw 91 Free Kick Free Kick

19.6 (c) Repeatedly not 
straight

91 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

19.7 (a)Two players to 
form lineout and failure to 
form a lineout

92 Free Kick Free Kick

19.7 (c) Approaching and 
staying in lineout

93 Free Kick Free Kick

19.7 (d) lineout 5 Ð 15 
metre lines 93 Free Kick Free Kick

19 7 (e) Receiver 2 metres 
from lineout

93 NA Free Kick

19 7 (f) Non throwing 
hooker 2 metres from 
lineout

93 NA Free Kick

19.7 (g) Two straight lines 93 Free Kick Free Kick
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Law Number
and Title Law Section

IRB Laws of the 
Game Book Page

Reference

Previous 
Penalty

Provision

ELV Penalty
Provision

19.7 (h) and (i) Gap 93 Free Kick Free Kick
19.7 (k) Hold, push and 
charge before ball thrown 94 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

19.8 Unplayable 94-95 Scrum Free Kick
19.9 (a) Offside 95 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick
19.9 (b) to (e) Interfering 
with opposition players 95 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

19.9 (f) and (g) Support 
and pregrip incorrectly 95-96 Free Kick Free Kick

19.9 (h) Early jumping 96 Free Kick Free Kick
19.9 (i) Lowering player 96 Free Kick Free Kick
19.9 (j) Blocking the 
throw in 97 Free Kick Free Kick

19.9 (k) Leaving lineout 
except at a peel 97 Free Kick Free Kick

19 (l) using both hands 97 Free Kick Free Kick
19.10 Encroachment by 
backs (offside)

97 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

19.11 (a) and (b) Peeling 
offences 98 Free Kick Free Kick

19.13 (a) and (c) to (e) 
Offside by participants 99 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

19.14 (a) to (d) Player 
throwing in 99 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

19.15 (a) and (b) Offside 
by non participants 100 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

19.16 (d) to (f) Offside at 
lineout rucks and mauls 101 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

Law 20 Scrum 20.1 (e) Delay in forming 103 Free Kick Free Kick
20.1 (f) Eight in scrum 103 Penalty Kick Free Kick
20.1 (g) Front rows 
coming together

103 Free Kick Free Kick

20.1 (h) CTPE 
engagement sequence 103 Free Kick Free Kick

20.1 (j) Charging 104 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick
20.1 (k) Stationary 104 Free Kick Free Kick
20.2 (a) and (b) Position 
to shove 104 Free Kick Free Kick

20.2 (c) Hookers position 104 Free Kick Free Kick
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Law Number
and Title Law Section

IRB Laws of the 
Game Book Page

Reference

Previous 
Penalty

Provision

ELV Penalty
Provision

20.3 (a) to (d) and (f) 
Binding 104-105 Penalty Free Kick

20.3 (g) Flanker 
obstructing scrum half 106 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

20.5 delaying put in 107 Free Kick Free Kick
20.6 (a) to (e) Scrum 
put in 107 Free Kick Free Kick

20 8 (a) Foot up 108 Free Kick Free Kick
20.8 (c) Kicking out 109 Free Kick Free Kick
20.8 (e) Repeated kicking
out

109 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

20.8 (f) Swinging 109 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick
20.8 (g) and (h) Twisting, 
dipping, collapsing 109 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

20.8 (i) Llifting or 
forcing up 109 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

20.9 (a) Collapsing 109 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick
20.9 (b) Handling in scrum 109 Penalty Kick Free Kick
20.9 (c) Only use foot 110 Free Kick Free Kick
20.9 (d) Returning ball 
to scrum 110 Free Kick Free Kick

20.9 (e) Falling on ball 110 Penalty Kick Free Kick
20.9 (f) Locks and  
ß ankers in tunnel 110 Free Kick Free Kick

20.9 (g) Scrum half 
kicking ball out scrum 110 Penalty Kick Free Kick

20.9 (h) Scrum half 
dummying 110 Free Kick Free Kick

20.9 (i) Scrum half 
levering on ß anker

110 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick

20.12 (b) to (h) Offside 
provisions 111-112 Penalty Kick Penalty Kick


